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Welcome

Spring rain, and mild temperatures, have provided
ideal conditions for planting turfgrass plots at the
UWA Turf Research Facility. The new plots form part
of the recentlty funded “Evaluation of soft leaf buffalo
cultivars: renovation, mowing heights, and water use”
project lead by Prof. Tim Colmer.

Turfgrass plots three weeks after planting

The mild weather conditions have also given Matt
Willis time to' overcome the usual irrigator ‘hiccups’
we have before the start of the growing season (and
despite regular servicing!).

New Plots Planted

Turfgrass plots were planted using turfgrass ‘plugs’ in
September, and included:

Soft leaf buffalograss (Stenotaphrum secundatum
cv. Sir Walter)

Couchgrass (Cynodon dactylon cv. Wintergreen)

Kikuyugrass (Pennisetum clandestinum cv.
Village Green)

Zoysiagrass (Zoysia japonica cv. Empire)

Once established, these plots will be used to
investigate the effect of mowing height on turfgrass
water use and quality.

The soft leaf buffalograss plots established 4 years
ago will also form part of the new project. Seventy-
two plots from the previous study will be used to
investigate the effect of renovation on the growth and
quality of 12 soft leaf buffalograss cultivars.
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Managing Water-Repellency in Turfgrass:
Summer Experiment Commenced

Wetting agents were applied to the Kikuyu plots on
the 18" September, marking the start of our second
field-based experiment investigating the use of
wetting agents.

Our latest study is asking the following key questions:

What is the relative effectiveness of liquid versus
granular formulations?

Is there any advantage to ‘splitting’ applications
during the growing season.

A wetting agent found to mimimise dry-patch
development last summer will again be utilised in this
summer’s experiment; with both a granular
formulation and liquid formulation tested. The
granular and liquid wetting agent were applied to
turfgrass plots in early spring, and will be re-applied
to half the plots-in mid-December.

Allan Conroy

Many of you working in, and with, local government
will be aware of the sad passing of Allan Conroy in
mid-October. Allan joined our UWA Turf Industries
Research Steering Committee in 2002, representing
Local Government. His commitment to sustainable
turfgrass management using evidence-based,
scientific data was instrumental in establishing the
“Kikuyu Research Project”. Allan always contributed
in a positive and astute manner to committee
meetings, and he will be sorely missed by the group.

Turf Research Open Day

An informal Open Day at the UWA Turf Research
Facility will be held in early 2010. The Open Day will
provide an opportunity for you to see the recently
planted turfgrass plots, as well as assess how well
the wetting-agent and renovation treatments are
minimising the development of dry-patch. Further
details will be sent via email closer to the time.

For further information about the UWA Turf Research Program, please contact Dr Louise Barton

(louise.barton@uwa.edu.au; 6488 2543), Prof. Tim Colmer (tdcolmer@cyllene.uwa.edu.au) or visit

www.plants.uwa.edu.au/research/turf




